
Day 2 (7/19)- 

 
2011 International Service Camp for Youth Volunteer – Singapore 

After we had the lovely breakfast provided in the hostel, we are now ready to 

start our second day in Singapore. James, the executive from YMCA and Grace, a 

volunteer from Singapore Management University picked us up at the hostel and 

lead us to Bishan Home to do volunteering for the very first time.                                 

The time we headed to the Bishan Home was Singapore’s traffic hour. 

Therefore, the MRT was crowded just like Taipei City in Taiwan. We paid more 

attention on every member in order to keep everyone together. From the Bishan 

MRT to Bishan Home is a 10 minute walk. The weather was nice and beautiful 

during the path to the Bishan Home.  

Bishan Home is built with residential homes for intellectually disables in 

Singapore to live in. They provide home setting bedrooms, designed shared living 

spaces for social interaction and recreation. This would let them live a more joyful 

and esteemed lives through making friends from outside of the home.  
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When we arrived at Bishan Home, today’s host “Chloe” went to pick up us. She 

briefly introduced about Bishan Home and explained in detail on what are we 

suppose to do for the first day. We listened carefully to the introduction and we 

started our first day volunteering.  

We were all very shy to say hello and introduce ourselves to our Bishan 

friends in the very beginning. However, our Bishan friends were very passionate 

and they couldn’t wait to meet us. They even invited us to draw pictures with them, 

putting pieces of puzzles together, playing bricks, knowing colors etc.  

What we did for the first day:  

 



After we finished our lunch at Food Court, in the 

afternoon, we had our first YMCA English lesson. For the 

coming 2 weeks, a YMCA teacher: Ms Vanessa Samuel will 

be teaching us. Ms Samuel has over 15 years teaching 

experience and is qualified with Cambridge TESOL 

certificate. 

What we learned today: In today’s English class, we did a little self 

introduction to know more about each other. The way Ms Samuel teaches is fun & 

interesting and not just a regular boring English class. The picture below is the 

English Class we had this afternoon. 

   The Happiest Time of the day: Dinner Time at China Town- 

    Annie and two volunteers from NVPC lead us to China Town to have a 

Singapore’s style gourmet dinner. In China Town, it is a section filled with 

traditional Chinese foods, clothing, hotels, and things you can buy that are filled 

with Chinese spirit.  

Our Dinner: Singapore’s Vegetable Cake and Oyster Omelet.  

   

 



The reporter of the day: Helen  

HI~ My name is Helen. You can call me “Chick Chen” for 

short. My hobbies are dancing, reading comic books. Today 

is my first time to do volunteering. I’m so nervous!! I think 

that the friends in the Bishan Home really need care and 

assist. I try my best to help them from what I can do. It 

makes my heart feel warm when they smile back at me or give me a thumbs up 

response.  

The topic of English class today is quite simple and easy. However, when the 

teacher speaks a lot of daily life English, it’s hard for me to understand every 

part of it. 

 Tonight’s Dinner: Singapore’s Vegetable Cake, Oyster Omelet, Coconut 

Juice, dessert. It tastes delicious but a little too greasy. Tonight, my 

favorite dish was the coconut juice. The dessert with green vermicelli 

tastes a little weird to me.  

 What I would like to say to my parents: Thank you for giving me this 

opportunity to participate in this service camp. I’ve improved my English 

ability and learned how to be independent. In Singapore, I have to do 

everything on my own. Therefore, I’m grateful to let you put a lot of 

effort on me. For the following 12 days, I’ll try my best to work hard!! 

 

 Day 3’s Preview/ Sneak Peak: Tomorrow will be a new day for us! In the 

morning, we will volunteer at Bishan Home and have English class in the 

afternoon. After we have dinner, we will go Public House Visiting. P.S. 

Tomorrow “Ruby” will be the reporter of the day. Stay tuned! 


